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This is a partnership publication by

the following organizations to encourage
awareness of best practices for

Japanese knotweed management:
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Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership

National Park Service
Upper Delaware Scenic & Recreational River

Lumberland Environmental Council
Upper Delaware Scenic Byway, Inc.

Sullivan Renaissance

Sullivan County Soil & Water Conservation District
NYC Department of Environmental Protection

This project was funded in part by the Federal
Highway Administration and administered by the New York
State Scenic Byways Program at the
New York State Department of Transportation.
Funding was also received through a 2010
Environmental Initiative Grant from Sullivan
Renaissance, a program of the Gerry Foundation.



EARLY SPRING
Thick, reddish stalks
resembling asparagus
push up early as soon
as frost is out of the
ground and before
native plants emerge.

LATE SPRING/
EARLY SUMMER
Hollow stems grow
quickly. Broad, heart-
shaped leaves unfurl
in a zig-zag patterns
as the plant spreads
underground by a
deep and extensive
rhizomatous root
system.

LATE SUMMER

Sprays of white
flowers bloom from
the stems, attracting
bees and other
insects.

WINTER

Once the stalks die
back in the fall/winter
they turn a rusty
hue. The woody
underground rhizomes
remain viable to
resprout in the
spring.

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?

to identify Japanese knotweed
throughout its growing stages.

continuously during the growing
season. Regular mowing will eventually exhaust
knotweed roots. Elevate knotweed cuttings,
stems and roots off the ground where they
can dry completely before disposal.

shrubs and trees where
you want to improve the landscape. Exotic
plants that are advertised as “vigorous,”
“adaptable,” or “deer-proof” often turn
out to be unmanageable.

that has been
properly composted, blended, and screened.

a state pesticide control specialist
before applying herbicides, especially near
water bodies.

neighbors and highway
departments to cooperate in preventing
the spread of Japanese knotweed.

into a river or stream
where knotweed can be carried away
and take root at new locations.

fragments or
seeds on clothing or equipment.

Japanese knotweed in new areas
for landscaping or screening.

or accept soil that may carry
knotweed fragments.
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